

Wisdom

[bookmark: _Hlk150420590]Ancient philosophers knew that wisdom by them was the key to a meaningful and fulfilling life. It was the object of the human person’s greatest quest and must be sought after and desired beyond all other things. Everything else was secondary. 

This is still true for us today. The big question for me, both when I was growing up (my wife says I haven’t grown up yet) and still now, is How do we become wise? It is Wisdom, God’s love as experienced by the human heart in all forms, that is splendid, splendiferous, glorious.  The rest of the goods of this world come to an end; they wear out; they do not fill our hearts. 

Jesus, in our scripture reading, is calling us to be wise. And wisdom is a gift from God.  In the parable of the ten virgins, Jesus demonstrates the difference between the foolish and the wise. Only five of the ten virgins planned to be patient and wait for the Master to arrive. The foolish virgins did not have the wisdom to plan ahead. They lived in the moment and did not consider the will of the Master. They did not have the patience to wait longer, nor the willingness to invest in more oil. Their selfishness and lack of wisdom caused them to miss the feast and be locked out of the Master’s celebration. Jesus calls us to embrace the gift of wisdom. If we have the humility and patience to trust in the Lord’s plan, we will receive all the wisdom we need.

We shouldn’t ignore this most obvious lesson of Christ’s parable. We all have the possibility of salvation, of entering eternal life with God and the saints. But we also face the possibility of damnation, of being excluded from heaven. Christ couldn’t have made it clearer: “Then the door was locked.”  It all depends on what we choose to seek as our highest goal.  

What is our highest goal? It’s easy to deceive ourselves on this point. We can think that communion with God in time and eternity is truly the goal we are shooting for, when we are actually making an idol out of something else – like money, pleasure, comfort, possessions, knowledge, fame, power, or popularity.  Are we keeping our lamp filled with the oil of faith by persevering and growing in our prayer life and the teachings of his Church?  If we need to refill our lamp, we should start doing so right now. Now is the time to be wise and renew this first priority.

Peace and Blessings
Deacon Steve
